Chickadee Newsletter
December 2011

Dear Parents,

During the past month the Chickadees explored the topic of food. Our classroom
discussions have focused on what we know about food, where does it come from and what
kinds do we eat. On a weekly basis the children are learning about different food groups. To
date we have talked about fruits, vegetables, grains, dairy products and good for you vs. junk
food. Through art, cooking, reading, and sensory experiences the Chickadees are having fun
with food. Even the taste testing has expanded theirsensorywor | ds and created s o0me
children for trying new foods.

Fitting in quite well with our food theme, Thanksgiving week was a very tasty time in our
room! We cooked daily, making traditional foods or baking with traditional food items generally
prepared for this holiday. The Chickadees whipped up mashed potatoes, fry bread cornbread
muffins. We read stories that highlight the concepts of gathering family & friends to give thanks
and the first Thanksgiving held long ago.

Afinalthankstoourfami | i es f or creating beautiful turkey f e:
board. Collectively, they made a beautiful Thanksgiving display that we all have enjoyed.

December Themes & Activities

Shape: star & triangle  Colors: red & green Number: 5 &6 Letters: 1,J&K

Special Dates:

Dec. 5-9 Gingerbread Men We will create our own gingerbread houses with graham
crackers, candies. We will also bake gingerbread boy and girl cookies.

Tue., Dec. 6 David Landau, Musician and storyteller will entertain the children at 10:00 am.
(See school newsletter for details.)

Dec. 12-23 Holiday Cheer: The Chi ckadees spread a bit of dhol
the season decorating the room, making presents for loved ones, cooking &
baking, and learning about the traditions of Christmas.

Dec. 21 Cooki es 0 nsedsahoanewsletter for scheduling details)

e A fun morning of cookies, caroling
¢ Chickadees should wear red or green today!

¢ Each child brings 1 dozen holiday cookies on a paper plate

this day.

e Cookie table will be set up for all to enjoy treats at drop off &
pick up.

¢ All school sing-a-long in the gym at the end of the morning.

e All Chickadees are welcome! Ifthisisnotyourchi | d 6 s
regular day, your child may add or trade a day. See office for
scheduling.

Dec. 26 Merry Christmas! Wee Know Closed.




Dec.27130 Teacher 6s Weldbdil ceel ax a bit this week as mar
vacation, so our class size will be small. Your child is welcome to bring one new
Christmas toy for play this week. Remember: do not send fragile or small pieces
to school.

Snack Reminders & Tips
Our class size has increased so please bring enough snack for 20 friends. Some great ideas
are bagels & cream cheese, frozen pizza, fresh fruit or veggies, cereal, frozen pancakes,
meatballs or quesadillas. Please check the number of servings in a package.

Classroom Volunteers
Since the Chickadees are quite comfortable with parent separation and classroom routine, we
would like to welcome & encourage parents and grandparents to come in and visit our room. If
you would like to read a favorite story, talk about interests related to our topics, cook with the
kids, share your hobby or just visit during the morning, let a teacher know. You can also sign up
on our volunteer calendar located outside the door on the Chickadee Parent Board.

Winter Clothing
The winter season is coming! We go outside daily at 9:00 a.m. and/or 11:45 a.m. weather

permitting i that is, temperature/wind chill above 20 degrees.
e LABEL EVERYTHING, EACH BOOT, EACH MITTEN, JACKETS, HATS, %

SNOWPANTS, ETC.

Daily needs i winter jacket, hat and mittens (preferred over gloves) are essential!
When the snow flies, snow pants and boots are required.

Boots are placed on the shelf by the back entrance.

Snow pants should be kept in white cubby baskets or backpacks (if brought daily).
Check cubby for full set of spare, warm clothes in the event of accidents at school.

December Birthdays

w,
BE( Dpec. 13" - Olivia

We are especially thankful to our families who care so deeply for their children
and support our classroom with time, talemnd generosity! We wish you all a
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

The Chickadee Teachers
Amanda Meyer, Pam Semler & Rikki Callison
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Henry War Beecher,
U.S. clergyman, social reformer, abolitionist & speaker
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